
2021 ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT
Three powerful pillars of support & empowerment:  

persevering through the pandemic



LE
T

TER FRO
M

 E
X

EC
U

TIV
E D

IREC
TO

R
D

ear Friends, Colleagues, and Supporters of H
orizons at  

Sacred H
eart U

niversity,

I am
 truly honored for the 

op
p

ortunity to serve as the E
xecutive 

D
irector of H

orizons at Sacred H
eart 

U
niversity. In m

y three years as 
H

SH
U

’s A
cad

em
ic D

irector, I had the 
p

rivileg
e to w

ork w
ith hig

hly eng
ag

ed 
b

oard m
em

b
ers, com

m
itted fam

ilies, 
b

rilliant teachers, and excep
tional 

young p
eop

le. 

The CO
VID

 pandem
ic has w

idened 
educational gaps in access, 
opportunity, achievem

ent and 
outcom

es that existed before 
the pandem

ic. These gaps 
disproportionately im

pacted 
students w

ho experienced the 
pandem

ic w
ith the greatest 

educational needs and few
est 

opportunities—
m

any of them
 

from
 historically m

arginalized and 
underserved groups.

W
ith renew

ed m
om

entum
 and 

increased urg
ency, I look forw

ard to 
lead

ing the org
anization to ad

vance 
ed

ucational eq
uity and m

itig
ate the 

m
ulti-layered im

p
acts of the C

O
V

ID
 

p
and

em
ic. U

sing a rob
ust, values-

d
riven m

od
el that w

e refer to as the 
“Three Pillars of Sup

p
ort,” H

SH
U

 has 
taken close account of the d

isp
arities 

the B
rid

g
ep

ort com
m

unity faces and 
w

ill continue to offer p
rog

ram
m

ing 
that is inclusive of teacher, stud

ent, 
and p

arental voices, is reflective 
of our collective learning

s and is 
intentionally d

esig
ned to rem

ind 
stud

ents that learning can b
e joyful, 

m
ysterious, fun, and uniq

uely 
challeng

ing. O
ur continuum

 of 
sup

p
ort w

ill help us ensure that 
each of the 168 H

SH
U

 stud
ents 

have eq
uitab

le op
p

ortunities to 
p

articip
ate, connect, learn, and thrive. 

This year, in ad
d

ition to resp
onsive 

p
rog

ram
m

ing, w
e are focused on 

collecting a com
p

rehensive m
ix of 

q
uantitative and q

ualitative d
ata 

to refine our efforts and show
case 

our im
p

act; leverag
ing financial 

efficiencies of the org
anization; and 

refining H
SH

U
’s p

olicies and p
ractices 

to ensure our com
m

unity is b
oth 

inclusive and rep
resentative of the 

d
iverse p

op
ulation w

e sup
p

ort.

H
orizons at SH

U
 has reached an 

exciting p
lace in its evolution—

w
e 

have an eng
ag

ed and com
m

itted 
b

oard, a new
ly ap

p
ointed O

p
erations 

M
anag

er, a p
ow

erful d
evelop

m
ent 

team
, a new

 reg
ional m

od
el, 

and a loyal and insp
ired g

roup 
of sup

p
orters. The future for the 

child
ren that H

SH
U

 serves is filled 
w

ith op
p

ortunity. Thank you for your 
essential p

artnership in this im
p

ortant 
w

ork. 

W
ith sincerity and g

ratitud
e,

A
shley N

echaev  
E

xectuive D
irecto

r

H
SH

U
’S PILLA

RS O
F PRO

G
R

A
M

M
IN

G

H
SH

U
 aim

s to m
itig

ate op
p

ortunity d
isp

arities faced by B
rid

g
ep

ort fam
ilies 

in a county w
ith the larg

est op
p

ortunity g
ap in the nation. O

ur org
anization 

p
rovid

es sup
p

ort and em
p

ow
erm

ent to 168 B
rid

g
ep

ort stud
ents throug

h 
three p

ow
erful p

illars of p
rog

ram
m

ing. These p
illars includ

e a K-8 six-w
eek 

sum
m

er p
rog

ram
, a K-8 school year p

rog
ram

, and a hig
h school p

rog
ram

 
offered in p

artnership H
orizons B

rid
g

ep
ort. Each p

illar p
rovid

es eq
uitab

le 
op

p
ortunities that includ

e joyful acad
em

ic and social-em
otional learning, 

and estab
lishing citizenship w

ithin com
m

unity.

M
ISSIO

N
 A

N
D

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y VA

LU
ES

V
ISIO

N
  

[The future w
e seek]

O
ur vision is a future w

here every 
child thrives.

M
ISSIO

N
 

[H
ow

 H
orizo

ns at SH
U

 w
orks to g

et there]

W
e advance educational equity by 

building long-term
 partnerships 

w
ith fam

ilies, com
m

unities, and 
schools in Bridgeport to create 
experiences outside of school that 
inspire the joy in learning.

VA
LU

ES  
[C

ore b
eliefs that g

uid
e our co

m
m

unity]

I know
 I am

 safe at H
SH

U because:

•  I am
 heard

•  I am
 responded to

•   I am
 able to m

ake m
istakes and 

see them
 through

•   I am
 not alone in m

y hopes, 
dream

s and fears



B
O

A
RD

 O
F 

D
IREC

TO
RS

M
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D
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el
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K
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eans

G
reg

ory M
id

d
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A
m

and
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B
arb

ara O
m

ohund
ro

Raym
ond Rizio

A
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Scott Sup

ernaw
D

aniel Thom
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Pag
e Trem

aine 
Sand

i D
rucker W

rig
ht

H
O

RIZO
N

S  
A

T SH
U

 STA
FF

 A
shley N

echaev
E

xecutive D
irector

A
m
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O

p
erations M

anag
er

M
ary W

anyo
A

cad
em

ic C
oord

inator 

LE
T

TER FRO
M

 B
O

A
RD

 C
H

A
IRS

D
ear Friend

s,

W
e cannot think of a b

etter them
e than the “three p

illars of em
p

ow
erm

ent” 
for this year’s Im

p
act Rep

ort. A
s you w

ill see throug
hout this rep

ort, the 
m

etap
hor rep

resents the three d
istinct p

hases of sup
p

ort w
e p

rovid
e to 

the B
rid

g
ep

ort stud
ents w

e serve: our intensive 6-w
eek sum

m
er p

rog
ram

, 
our K-8 year-round p

rog
ram

, and the hig
h school p

rog
ram

 ad
m

inistered by 
H

orizons B
rid

g
ep

ort.

In reflecting on 2021, w
e note that the “three p

illars” d
oesn’t just refer 

to the w
ay H

SH
U

 ap
p

roaches p
rog

ram
m

ing on b
ehalf of the child

ren 
w

e serve; it also rep
resents that netw

ork of p
eop

le that m
ake our w

ork 
p

ossib
le: the b

oard and Evans Society, the faculty and staff, and E
A

C
H

 O
F 

YO
U

 – our d
onors, volunteers, and, cham

p
ions.

O
ur B

oard of D
irectors and the m

em
b

ers of the Evans Society, w
ho 

cam
e b

efore them
, p

rovid
e invaluab

le lead
ership and sup

p
ort for all 

of H
SH

U
’s w

ork. The faculty and staff – led by our new
ly ap

p
ointed 

E
xecutive D

irector, A
shley N

echaev, and O
p

erations M
anag

er, A
m

and
a 

B
aez – are talented ed

ucators w
ho d

em
onstrate their com

m
itm

ent d
aily to 

p
rovid

ing the acad
em

ic and social/em
otional sup

p
ort our stud

ents need 
and d

eserve. A
nd finally, a m

ost essential p
illar – YO

U
!  Every d

onor w
ho 

contrib
utes to our m

ission, attend
s our events, and cares d

eep
ly ab

out 
the future lead

ers of B
rid

g
ep

ort have m
ad

e our w
ork p

ossib
le!  W

e are 
exceed

ing
ly g

rateful for each of you. Your g
enerosity enab

les H
SH

U
 to 

em
p

ow
er our stud

ents as they d
evelop their skills, intellectual curiosity, and 

love of learning. 

Thank you for sup
p

orting H
orizons at SH

U
. W

e look forw
ard to seeing you 

in 2022 as w
e continue to g

row
 and w

ork to p
rovid

e a b
rig

hter futures for 
our B

rid
g

ep
ort child

ren. 

Sincerely,

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
M

ary Lou D
eRosa 

 
R. Bradford Evans 

 
C

o
-C

hair 
 

 
C

o
-C

hair
B

oard of D
irectors 

 
B

oard of D
irectors



E
VA

N
S SO

C
IE

T
Y

In honor of H
SH

U
’s 10th 

A
nniversary, the Evans Society 

w
as estab

lished to honor all p
ast 

m
em

b
ers of the H

SH
U

 B
oard of 

D
irectors. The Society, nam

ed in 
honor of B

rad and B
arb

ara Evans, 
recog

nizes the extraord
inary 

am
ounts of tim

e, resources and 
exp

ertise that form
er B

oard 
m

em
b

ers have shared to ensure 
the q

uality and sustainab
ility of 

the org
anization. M

em
b

ers of the 
Evans Society w

ere ind
ucted at the 

g
olf outing d

inner in June 2021 
and w

ere celeb
rated for their p

ast 
service to H

orizons at SH
U

. 

M
EM

BERS

M
ichael A

lfano
Jim

 C
arl

Patrick C
arolan

Sean D
ow

ling
V

ictoria Ferrara
Tom

 Forg
et

Leah G
am

b
al

Yvonne H
ickey

Jaq
ueline K

elleher
H

oby K
reitler

Sr. Joan M
ag

netti
Ellen M

assucci
Rhea Paul
Thom

 Pesce
John Petillo
A

ng
ela Pitcher

Jacinth Rosa
G

race Rod
rig

uez
N

an Rub
en



PILLA
R 1

H
orizons at SH

U
 p

rovid
es year  

round sup
p

ort for the B
rid

g
ep

ort 
stud

ents in our p
rog

ram
.

H
O

RIZO
N

S A
T SH

U
:  

TH
REE

 PILLA
RS O

F SU
PPO

RT

•   6-w
eeks M

ond
ay throug

h Frid
ay 

d
uring the sum

m
er for H

SH
U

 K-8 
stud

ents

•   Rig
orous p

roject-b
ased acad

em
ics – 

literacy and m
ath skills d

evelop
m

ent

•   Enrichm
ent activities includ

ing 
sw

im
m

ing, m
usic, p

hysical ed
ucation, 

cooking

•   C
om

m
unity Service

•   Field trip
s

PILLA
R 2

PILLA
R 3

•   School year sup
p

ort for H
SH

U
 K-8 

stud
ents

•   H
ig

hly p
ersonalized, one-on-one 

sup
p

ort from
 an H

SH
U

 acad
em

ic 
coach/m

entor

•   M
onthly m

eeting
s to p

rovid
e 

tutoring and sup
p

ort

•   C
om

m
unity-b

uild
ing and p

eer 
sup

p
ort op

p
ortunities and events

•   In p
erson after school year 

p
rog

ram
m

ing “H
orizons A

fter 
School C

lub” 
 

•   O
ne-on-one coaching

/m
entoring for 

9-12th g
rad

e stud
ents focused on 

p
ost-second

ary p
lanning

•   W
eekly m

entor m
eeting

s to sup
p

ort 
acad

em
ics, stud

y skills, tim
e 

m
anag

em
ent, social/em

otional 
com

p
etencies, sum

m
er p

lanning

•   C
ollege and career readiness including 

colleg
e/vocational p

rog
ram

 research,  
SA

T Prep, essay w
riting sup

p
ort, and 

financial aid ap
p

lication sup
p

ort

•   B
eg

inning in the fall of 2021 all the 
eig

hth g
rad

e g
rad

uates of H
SH

U
 w

ill 
attend the hig

h school p
rog

ram
 of 

H
orizons B

rid
g

ep
ort

K-8 SUMMER PROGRAM

K-8 SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAM

HB HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

Equitable 
opportunities for 

Bridgeport students that prom
ote 

academ
ic and SEL grow

th, and inspire joyful learning

Equitable 
opportunities for 

Bridgeport students that prom
ote 

academ
ic and SEL grow

th, and inspire joyful learning



W
H

O
 W

E SERV
E

RA
C

IA
L REPRESEN

TATIO
N

59%
  

LA
TIN

O
 

26%
  

A
FR

IC
A

N
 A

M
ER

IC
A

N
 

11%
  

O
TH

ER 

4%
  

C
A

U
C

A
SIA

N
 

SC
H

O
O

L REPRESEN
TATIO

N
55%

  
PU

B
LIC

 

41%
  

C
A

TH
O

LIC
 

4%
  

PR
IVA

TE

H
O

RIZO
N

S A
T SH

U
 FIN

A
N

C
IA

LS

FISC
A

L YEA
R

B
ecause of the tim

ing of our fiscal 
year (July 1-June 30th) the ab

ove 
chart reflects exp

enses incurred 
d

uring the 2020 V
irtual Sum

m
er 

Prog
ram

. The 2021 Sum
m

er 
Prog

ram
 exp

enses w
ill b

e shared in 
the fiscal year 22 Im

p
act Rep

ort.

CO
V

ID
 A

CCO
M

O
D

ATIO
N

S 
FY21 p

rog
ram

m
ing, esp

ecially 
the 2020 Sum

m
er Prog

ram
, w

as 
sig

nificantly im
p

acted by C
O

V
ID

. 
Prog

ram
m

ing w
as virtual and m

any 
enrichm

ent activities (sw
im

m
ing, 

field trip
s etc.) w

ere not p
ossib

le. 
A

s such, this allocation is not 
rep

resentative of typ
ical H

SH
U

 
op

erating exp
enses.

FY21 – REVEN
U

E BY SO
U

RC
E

54%
  

E
V

EN
TS

31%
  

PR
IVA

TE
 G

IF
TS

7%
  

G
R

A
N

TS
7%

  
H

O
R

IZO
N

S N
E

T
W

O
R

K

FY21 – EX
PEN

SES BY A
LLO

C
ATIO

N
69%

  
PR

O
G

R
A

M
17%

  
FU

N
D

R
A

ISIN
G

13%
  

A
D

M
IN

A
ll H

SH
U

 
students are 
5-18 years old 
and eligible 
for Free or 
Reduced 
Price Lunch

PA
RTN

ER SC
H

O
O

LS
B

arnum
 School 

G
reat O

aks C
harter School           

N
ew

 B
eg

inning
s Fam

ily 
A

cad
em

y
B

lackham
 School             

John W
inthrop Elem

entary          
Park C

ity M
ag

net
C

esar A
. B

atalla School  
Read School       

Read Elem
entary School

D
iscovery M

ag
net           

Luis M
unoz M

arin 
Elem

entary   
Six to Six M

ag
net School

D
unb

ar Elem
entary School          

M
ad

ison School
C

atholic A
cad

em
y of 

B
rid

g
ep

ort



“ H
orizons m

eans 
hap

p
iness, op

p
ortunity, 

and success. A
nd d

uring 
m

y 10 years in H
orizons 

I’ve b
een ab

le to 
accom

p
lish so m

uch. ”
- H

SH
U

 STU
D

EN
T

“ I noticed m
y stud

ents g
row

ing 
as read

ers w
hen they p

racticed 
their p

honics skills. M
ost of these 

skills they m
ay have m

issed d
ue 

to C
O

V
ID

/d
istance learning. 

I felt that the H
SH

U
 read

ing 
b

lock help
ed close the g

ap
s and 

focused on b
elow

 g
rad

e level 
p

honics skills for those w
ho really 

need
ed it.”

- A
 H

SH
U

 TEA
CH

ER O
N

 A
C

A
D

EM
IC

S

“ Tauck Fam
ily Found

ation p
roud

ly sup
p

orts and p
artners w

ith H
orizons at 

Sacred H
eart U

niversity. O
ver the last four years, w

e have w
atched the 

org
anization exp

and its efforts to p
rovid

e holistic sup
p

ort for B
rid

g
ep

ort 
stud

ents and fam
ilies that is inclusive, traum

a-resp
onsive, and culturally 

relevant. Their stud
ent-centered ap

p
roach m

eets stud
ents w

here they are 
and offers eng

ag
ing learning op

p
ortunities in a safe, collab

orative, nurturing 
environm

ent w
here stud

ents can thrive. H
orizons at SH

U
 is a valuab

le asset 
to the stud

ents and fam
ilies they serve as w

ell as w
ithin the B

rid
g

ep
ort 

com
m

unity. ”
- K

IM
 H

EIN
, IN

TERIM
 EXECU

TIVE D
IREC

TO
R

“ The social em
otional learning 

at H
SH

U
 allow

ed  entire classes 
to b

ecom
e connected to each 

other. It show
ed us all w

hat it 
m

eans to b
e a com

m
unity. M

ost 
im

p
ortantly, it d

em
onstrated 

how
 each one of us contrib

utes 
to a com

m
unity and is a uniq

ue 
p

iece of the p
uzzle. Stud

ents 
asked p

ow
erful q

uestions w
hich 

w
as am

azing to see how
 the 

stud
ents are alread

y seeing how
 

they can m
ake a d

ifference in the 
w

orld
.”

- A
 H

SH
U

 SO
CIA

L W
O

RK
ER O

N
 SEL

“ I think is im
p

ortant for p
eop

le to know
 

that H
orizons is not just a reg

ular 
sum

m
er p

rog
ram

, it is m
ore than that. 

The p
rog

ram
 help

s and teaches the 
kid

s ed
ucational thing

s w
hile taking 

care of them
. It is so fortunate that it is 

a long
-term

 p
rog

ram
 that the child

ren 
can g

row
 into and also b

ecause it is like 
another fam

ily and school for them
 since 

it b
ecam

e a year-round p
rog

ram
.”

- H
SH

U
 PA

REN
T 

 of p
arents say they 

d
ep

end
ed on the 

foo
d and snacks that 

w
ere p

rovid
ed to their 

child
ren b

y H
SH

U

  of teachers felt their stud
ents 

m
ad

e g
row

th in m
ath fact 

fluency and real-w
orld 

ap
p

lication of m
ath skills

 of H
orizons K

-8 teachers 
ind

icated that stud
ents w

ere 
p

erform
ing b

elow
 g

rad
e level 

in read
ing at the b

eg
inning 

of the sum
m

er and ind
icated 

that all stud
ents m

ad
e 

p
rog

ress in read
ing over the 

sum
m

er p
rog

ram

 of p
arents say H

SH
U

’s 
enrichm

ent activities 
had a p

ositive im
p

act 
on their child

ren

 of H
orizons teachers in 

g
rad

es K
-8 ind

icated 
that their stud

ents w
ere 

p
erform

ing b
elow

 g
rad

e 
level in m

athem
atics

SU
M

M
ER PRO

G
R

A
M

 FEED
B

A
C

K
 

2021 SU
M

M
ER PRO

G
R

A
M

 STA
TS

82
%

80
%

95
%

80
%

91
%

100
%

of H
SH

U
 p

arents say 
the sum

m
er p

rog
ram

 
help

s offset child care 
costs w

hile g
iving their 

child
ren a uniq

ue and 
valuab

le acad
em

ic 
exp

erience



2021 E
V

EN
TS

G
O

LF O
U

TIN
G

A
N

N
U

A
L LU

N
C

H
EO

N
Like the child

ren served by H
SH

U
, our B

oard and sup
p

orters g
athered 

virtually to raise fund
s and celeb

rate the org
anization’s im

p
ortant w

ork.

In June 2021, w
e w

elcom
ed m

ore than 
100 g

olfers for our annual g
olf outing 

at G
reat River G

olf C
lub and m

ore 
than 175 for our evening recep

tion. 
N

ot only w
as it a w

ond
erful d

ay of 
g

olf, it w
as the first tim

e w
e w

ere ab
le 

to g
ather for an event after all the 

C
O

V
ID

-ind
uced sep

arations. D
uring 

the d
inner after g

olf, w
e launched the 

Evans Society. The evening conclud
ed 

w
ith a sp

irited live auction and p
ad

d
le 

raise, w
hich raised a record

-b
reaking 

$350,000+
 of essential fund

s for the 
p

rog
ram

.

The annual luncheon w
as held on Thursd

ay, O
c-

tob
er 7th, and raised nearly $80,000 to sup

p
ort 

H
SH

U
’s m

ission. D
esp

ite b
eing virtual, D

r. K
en 

Pug
h, Presid

ent and D
irector of Research H

askins 
Lab

oratories, Yale U
niversity/U

niversity of C
on-

necticut, eng
ag

ed the aud
ience w

ith his com
p

elling 
p

resentation on “Literacy, B
rain Plasticity, and ‘the 

C
ovid Slid

e’.”



LO
O

K
IN

G
 FO

RW
A

RD
:

W
e are very hop

eful that Sum
m

er 2022 w
ill rep

resent a return to our 
in-p

erson p
rog

ram
m

ing and to the various enrichm
ent activities that 

d
isting

uish H
orizons at SH

U
. A

s such, our fund
ing need

s w
ill increase over 

the p
ast tw

o years as w
e w

ork to p
rovid

e d
eep acad

em
ic, athletic, and 

social-em
otional op

p
ortunities for our stud

ents.

W
E A

RE PLA
N

N
IN

G
…

•  Sw
im

 instruction for all H
SH

U
 stud

ents  
•  Field trip

s  
•  Physical ed

ucation and athletic skill d
evelop

m
ent 
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Students celebrating HSHU and giving thanks at the HSHU Thanksgiving Community Event


