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MISSION AND COMMUNITY VALUES

VISION

[The future we seek]

Our vision is a future where every
child thrives.

MISSION

[How Horizons at SHU works to get there]

We advance educational equity by
building long-term partnerships

i s, and
schools in Bridgeport to create
experiences outside of school that
inspire the joy in learning.

VALUES

[Core beliefs that guide our community]

| know | am safe at HSHU because:
| am heard
| am responded to

| am able to make mistakes and
see them through

| am not alone in my hopes,
dreams and fears

HSHU'S PILLARS OF PROGRAMMING

HSHU aims to mitigate opportunity disparities faced by Bridgeport families
in a county with the largest opportunity gap in the nation. Our organization
provides support and empowerment to 168 Bridgeport students through
three powerful pillars of programming. These pillars include a K-8 six-week
summer program, a K-8 school year program, and a high school program
offered in partnership Horizons Bridgeport. Each pillar provides equitable
opportunities that include joyful academic and social-emotional learning,
and establishing citizenship within community.

LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends, Colleagues, and Supporters of Horizons at

Sacred Heart University,

| am truly honored for the
opportunity to serve as the Executive
Director of Horizons at Sacred Heart
University. In my three years as
HSHU'’s Academic Director, | had the
privilege to work with highly engaged
board members, committed families,
brilliant teachers, and exceptional
young people.

The COVID pandemic has widened
educational gaps in access,
opportunity, achievement and
outcomes that existed before

the pandemic. These gaps
disproportionately impacted
students who experienced the
pandemic with the greatest
educational needs and fewest
opportunities—many of them
from historically marginalized and
underserved groups.

With renewed momentum and
increased urgency, | look forward to
leading the organization to advance
educational equity and mitigate the
multi-layered impacts of the COVID
pandemic. Using a robust, values-
driven model that we refer to as the
"Three Pillars of Support,” HSHU has
taken close account of the disparities
the Bridgeport community faces and
will continue to offer programming
that is inclusive of teacher, student,
and parental voices, is reflective

of our collective learnings and is
intentionally designed to remind
students that learning can be joyful,

mysterious, fun, and uniquely
challenging. Our continuum of
support will help us ensure that

each of the 168 HSHU students

have equitable opportunities to
participate, connect, learn, and thrive.

This year, in addition to responsive
programming, we are focused on
collecting a comprehensive mix of
quantitative and qualitative data

to refine our efforts and showcase
our impact; leveraging financial
efficiencies of the organization; and
refining HSHU'’s policies and practices
to ensure our community is both
inclusive and representative of the
diverse population we support.

Horizons at SHU has reached an
exciting place in its evolution—we
have an engaged and committed
board, a newly appointed Operations
Manager, a powerful development
team, a new regional model,

and a loyal and inspired group

of supporters. The future for the
children that HSHU serves is filled
with opportunity. Thank you for your
essential partnership in this important
work.

With sincerity and gratitude,
/
1D DS

Ashley Nechaev

Exectuive Director
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Mary Lou DeRosa
Co-Chair

Bradford Evans
Co-Chair

Mary Ann Bunting
Elena Caggiano
Robin Cautin
David Fogel

Tom Graham
Stephane Kirven
Patti Makes
Kassie Means
Gregory Middleton
Amanda Moras
Frank R. Mori

LETTER FROM BOARD CHAIRS

Dear Friends,

We cannot think of a better theme than the “three pillars of empowerment”
for this year’s Impact Report. As you will see throughout this report, the
metaphor represents the three distinct phases of support we provide to
the Bridgeport students we serve: our intensive 6-week summer program,
our K-8 year-round program, and the high school program administered by
Horizons Bridgeport.

In reflecting on 2021, we note that the “three pillars” doesn't just refer

to the way HSHU approaches programming on behalf of the children

we serve; it also represents that network of people that make our work
possible: the board and Evans Society, the faculty and staff, and EACH OF
YOU - our donors, volunteers, and, champions.

Our Board of Directors and the members of the Evans Society, who
came before them, provide invaluable leadership and support for all
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Jim Moye

Barbara Omohundro of HSHU's work. The faculty and staff — led by our newly appointed
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Raymond Rizio

Alisa Ryan

Finley Shaw

Scott Supernaw
Daniel Thomas

Page Tremaine

Sandi Drucker Wright

HORIZONS
AT SHU STAFF

Ashley Nechaev
Executive Director

Amanda Baez
Operations Manager

Mary Wanyo
Academic Coordinator

Executive Director, Ashley Nechaev, and Operations Manager, Amanda
Baez — are talented educators who demonstrate their commitment daily to
providing the academic and social/emotional support our students need
and deserve. And finally, a most essential pillar - YOU! Every donor who
contributes to our mission, attends our events, and cares deeply about

the future leaders of Bridgeport have made our work possible! We are
exceedingly grateful for each of you. Your generosity enables HSHU to
empower our students as they develop their skills, intellectual curiosity, and
love of learning.

Thank you for supporting Horizons at SHU. We look forward to seeing you
in 2022 as we continue to grow and work to provide a brighter futures for
our Bridgeport children.

Sincerely,

Mary Lou DeRosa R. Bradford Evans

Co-Chair Co-Chair
Board of Directors Board of Directors



EVANS SOCIETY

In honor of HSHU'’s 10th
Anniversary, the Evans Society
was established to honor all past
members of the HSHU Board of
Directors. The Society, named in
honor of Brad and Barbara Evans,
recognizes the extraordinary
amounts of time, resources and
expertise that former Board
members have shared to ensure
the quality and sustainability of
the organization. Members of the
Evans Society were inducted at the
golf outing dinner in June 2021
and were celebrated for their past
service to Horizons at SHU.

MEMBERS

Michael Alfano
Jim Carl

Patrick Carolan
Sean Dowling
Victoria Ferrara
Tom Forget

Leah Gambal
Yvonne Hickey
Jaqueline Kelleher
Hoby Kreitler

Sr. Joan Magnetti
Ellen Massucci
Rhea Paul

Thom Pesce
John Petillo
Angela Pitcher
Jacinth Rosa
Grace Rodriguez
Nan Ruben
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HORIZONS AT SHU:
THREE PILLARS OF SUPPORT

Horizons at SHU provides year
round support for the Bridgeport
students in our program.

Equitable
opportunities for
Bridgeport students that promote

K-8 SUMMER PROGRAM

6-weeks Monday through Friday
during the summer for HSHU K-8
students

Rigorous project-based academics —
literacy and math skills development

Enrichment activities including
swimming, music, physical education,
cooking

Community Service

Field trips

academic and SEL growth, and inspire joyful learning

K-8 SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAM

R
PILLAR 2

School year support for HSHU K-8
students

Highly personalized, one-on-one
support from an HSHU academic
coach/mentor

Monthly meetings to provide
tutoring and support

Community-building and peer
support opportunities and events

In person after school year
programming “Horizons After
School Club”

HB HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM

e —
PILLAR 3

* One-on-one coaching/mentoring for

9-12th grade students focused on
post-secondary planning

Weekly mentor meetings to support
academics, study skills, time
management, social/emotional
competencies, summer planning

College and career readiness including
college/vocational program research,
SAT _uﬂm‘n. essay writing support, and
financial aid application support

Beginning in the fall of 2021 all the
eighth grade graduates of HSHU will
attend the high school program of
Horizons Bridgeport




WHO WE SERVE HORIZONS AT SHU FINANCIALS

RACIAL REPRESENTATION FY21 - REVENUE BY SOURCE

0‘
599% LATINO 54% EVENTS
26% AFRICAN AMERICAN 31% PRIVATE GIFTS
11% OTHER ‘ 7%  GRANTS
4%  CAUCASIAN ‘ 7%  HORIZONS NETWORK
1

SCHOOL REPRESENTATION

55%
41%

4%

PUBLIC
CATHOLIC
PRIVATE

PARTNER SCHOOLS
Barnum School
Great Oaks Charter School

New Beginnings Family
Academy

Blackham School

John Winthrop Elementary
Park City Magnet

Cesar A. Batalla School
Read School

Read Elementary School
Discovery Magnet

Luis Munoz Marin
Elementary

Six to Six Magnet School
Dunbar Elementary School
Madison School

Catholic Academy of
Bridgeport

All HSHU
students are
5-18 years old
and eligible
for Free or
Reduced
Price Lunch

\

FY21 - EXPENSES BY ALLOCATION

69% PROGRAM
17% FUNDRAISING
13% ADMIN

FISCAL YEAR

Because of the timing of our fiscal
year (July 1-June 30th) the above
chart reflects expenses incurred
during the 2020 Virtual Summer
Program. The 2021 Summer
Program expenses will be shared in
the fiscal year 22 Impact Report.

COVID ACCOMODATIONS

FY21 programming, especially

the 2020 Summer Program, was
significantly impacted by COVID.
Programming was virtual and many
enrichment activities (swimming,
field trips etc.) were not possible.
As such, this allocation is not
representative of typical HSHU
operating expenses.
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2021 SUMMER PROGRAM STATS

of parents say they
depended on the
food and snacks that
were provided to their
children by HSHU

e

of Horizons K-8 teachers
indicated that students were
performing below grade level
in reading at the beginning
of the summer and indicated
that all students made
progress in reading over the
summer program

SUMMER PROGRAM FEEDBACK

of HSHU parents say
the summer program
helps offset child care
costs while giving their
children a unique and
valuable academic
experience

A omg.v

of Horizons teachers in
grades K-8 indicated
that their students were
performing below grade
level in mathematics

"Horizons means
happiness, opportunity,
and success. And during
my 10 years in Horizons
I've been able to
accomplish so much.”

- HSHU STUDENT

"| think is important for people to know
that Horizons is not just a regular
summer program, it is more than that.
The program helps and teaches the
kids educational things while taking
care of them. It is so fortunate that it is
a long-term program that the children
can grow into and also because it is like
another family and school for them since
it became a year-round program.”

- HSHU PARENT

of parents say HSHU's
enrichment activities
had a positive impact
on their children

80%

of teachers felt their students
made growth in math fact
fluency and real-world
application of math skills

"I noticed my students growing
as readers when they practiced
their phonics skills. Most of these
skills they may have missed due
to COVID/distance learning.
| felt that the HSHU reading
block helped close the gaps and
focused on below grade level
phonics skills for those who really
needed it.”

- A HSHU TEACHER ON ACADEMICS

“The social emotional learning
at HSHU allowed entire classes
to become connected to each
other. It showed us all what it
means to be a community. Most
importantly, it demonstrated
how each one of us contributes
to a community and is a unique
piece of the puzzle. Students
asked powerful questions which
was amazing to see how the
students are already seeing how

they can make a difference in the
world.”

- A HSHU SOCIAL WORKER ON SEL

"Tauck Family Foundation proudly supports and partners with Horizons at
Sacred Heart University. Over the last four years, we have watched the
organization expand its efforts to provide holistic support for Bridgeport
students and families that is inclusive, trauma-responsive, and culturally
relevant. Their student-centered approach meets students where they are
and offers engaging learning opportunities in a safe, collaborative, nurturing
environment where students can thrive. Horizons at SHU is a valuable asset
to the students and families they serve as well as within the Bridgeport

’

community.

- KIM HEIN, INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR




2021 EVENTS

Like the children served by HSHU, our Board and supporters gathered
virtually to raise funds and celebrate the organization’s important work.

ANNUAL LUNCHEON

The annual luncheon was held on Thursday, Oc-
tober 7th, and raised nearly $80,000 to support
HSHU's mission. Despite being virtual, Dr. Ken
Pugh, President and Director of Research Haskins
Laboratories, Yale University/University of Con-
necticut, engaged the audience with his compelling
presentation on “Literacy, Brain Plasticity, and ‘the
Covid Slide".”

GOLF OUTING

In June 2021, we welcomed more than
100 golfers for our annual golf outing
at Great River Golf Club and more
than 175 for our evening reception.
Not only was it a wonderful day of
golf, it was the first time we were able
to gather for an event after all the
COVID-induced separations. During
the dinner after golf, we launched the
Evans Society. The evening concluded
with a spirited live auction and paddle
raise, which raised a record-breaking
$350,000+ of essential funds for the
program.
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LOOKING FORWARD:

We are very hopeful that Summer 2022 will represent a return to our
in-person programming and to the various enrichment activities that
distinguish Horizons at SHU. As such, our funding needs will increase over
the past two years as we work to provide deep academic, athletic, and
social-emotional opportunities for our students.

WE ARE PLANNING...

Swim instruction for all HSHU students

Field trips

Physical education and athletic skill development
Healthy, nutritious breakfasts and lunches
Rigorous and engaging academics

Impactful SEL instruction

Community/place based learning




DONORS*

Abrahamson Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. ElImer Adams

Ms. Katie Ahern

Ms. Jennifer Alpert

Ms. Josie Ambroise

Ms. Kathy S. Atwell

Ayrshire Capital Management
LLC

Bacardi

Ms. Amanda Baez

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Balkan
Ms. Elizabeth Ball

The Banks Family Charitable
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Drummond C.
Bell 11l

Mr. Thomas Andrea and Ms.
Laurie A. Bellico

The Benevity Community Impact
Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Bennewitz
Mrs. Katherine Benoit

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Berrigan
Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Bertram
Bespoke Impact Advisors

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Biggs
Mr. and Mrs. M. Douglas Bisset

Mr. David W. Blagys and Ms.
Kathleen M. Pierce

Blow Dry Bar Southport

Boston Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Jim P. Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Brewster
Bridgeport Rotary Club

Dr. Charles F. Gordon and Ms.
Susan Brienza Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. Frank. Brown

Ms. Mary-Ann Bunting

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Burchill

Ms. Anne Burleigh

Mr. and Mrs. Marco Caggiano
Candida Sternberg, L.M.T.

Ms. Caroline Caney

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Carolan MD
Mr. and Ms. Christopher Casazza
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. Cassidy

The Central National
Gottesman Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Felix Charney
Chelsea Piers - CT

Mr. Wayne J. Chmura

Ms. Sheila J. Clancy

Mrs. Mary Beth Clayton

Mr. Aidan Cobb

Mr. and Mrs. George W.
Coleman

Ms. Marissa Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Collins
CS Therapeutic Massage

Mr. and Mrs. Antonio L. Delise
Mrs. Madison N. Demonte
Mr. Dominic DeRosa

Ms. Mary Lou DeRosa

Mr. and Mrs. Peter
DiBonaventura

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn DiVincenzo
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Dobin

Mr. Francis J. Donelan

Mr. Sean Dowling

The Drummond C. & Ruth A.
Bell Foundation

Mr. Chris Durocher

The Emily Hall Tremaine
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley C. Essig
Equinox Southport

Mr. Peter Evans

Mr. and Mrs. R. Bradford Evans
Ms. Joanna R. Exacoustos

Ms. Susannah Eykynn

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Fabbri

Fairfield County’s Community
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Fasano
Mr. Richard A. Ferguson

Ms. Eleanor R. Feroleto
Fifth Generation, Inc. Love,
Tito's

Miss Jenna |. Filakovsky
Finley's Fiction

Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Fischer
Ms. Nancy Fishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Fleischmann

Mrs. Kathleen M. Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Fogarty
Mr. and Mrs. David Fogel

The Lawrence and Megan Foley
Family Foundation Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Fox
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Freeman

Friends of Westport Parks and
Recreation

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Gabriele
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Giarratano
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Graham Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Graham
Grand Prix of Mt. Kisco

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Harding

Mrs. Lauren Hartnett

Mr. Douglas Fried and Ms. Lori
Hashizume

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Hastings
Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Hathaway
Mr. Henry Heckman

Henry C. Reid & Son Jewelers
Ms. C. Yvonne Hickey

Mrs. Debbie Hilton

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Hood
Mrs. Dorie Hordon

Horizons Bridgeport Inc.

Horizons National Student
Enrichment Program, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Ward Horton

Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Hublitz

Ms. Elizabeth Hulme

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Huntington
Mr. David S. Huntington

Ms. Kate Hurlock

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry J. Jarombek
Mr. Jim Kabakow

Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Kahn

Ms. Christina Kazanas

Ms. Elizabeth Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Andre King

King Realty

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Kirt

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Kirven

Mrs. Jeanne B. Klinge

Mr. Kan Kotecha

Mr. Alan Kraft

Mr. and Mrs. John Kreitler
Kreitler Foundation, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Kuroghlian
Lacoste USA

Ms. Emily LaFemina

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Laferriere
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Lane
Laura J. Niles Foundation
Lautenbach Family Foundation
Ms. Michelle Long

Dr. Michelle C. Loris and Ms.
Victoria T. Ferrara

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore F.
Lunney

Mr. John F. Lynch

Ms. Cheryl MacLachlan

Sister Joan Magnetti RSCJ

Mr. Ivan Maisel

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas T. Makes
Stephen and Susan Mandel
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Martilotta

Mr. John Donoghue and Ms.
Rebecca B. Martin

Ms. Carla Massaro

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J.
McCreesh

Dr. Charles D. McCullough

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce McDermott
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce McDonald
Mr. Steven McGinn

Mrs. Katherine C. Means

Mr. Gregory Middleton

Ms. Carolyn M. Mitchell

Ms. Angela Morales

Mr. Frank R. Mori

Ms. Susan Moss

Mr. and Mrs. James Moye

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin C. Mulrenan
Near & Far Aid Association

Ms. Ashley Nechaev

Mr. and Mrs. John Nevin
NewCity Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Noland

Mr. Thomas Dippel and Ms.
Anne Nolte

Mr. and Mrs. Peter W.
Oldershaw

Dr. and Mrs. Dan C. Omohundro
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Orben
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Orenstein

Mr. Dan Pagliarini

Paloian Family Foundation, Inc.
Panera LLC

Mr. Charles H. Parrish and Ms.
Ava G. Harrison

Patterson Club

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Pearce
Ms. Jaime P. Perri

Drs. John and Sabina Petillo
Ms. Ruth Ann Phillips
Photographic Moments LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Pippert
Mr. Benjamin Powers

Ms. Deidra Preis

Quidditch Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Sherry Rago

Mr. Andrew Rankowitz

The Richard Davoud Donchian
Foundation

The Grace Jones Richardson
Trust

Ms. Susan F. Rippey

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rizio
Mrs. Graciela Rodriguez

Ms. Alessandra Rose

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn A. Rotando
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Ruben

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Rueckert
Ms. Martha B. Russell

Russo & Rizio, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Ryan Il
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Ryan Jr.

Sacred Heart University
Discovery Science Center and
Planetarium

Ms. Satra Sampson-Arokium and
Mr. Carlos Arokium

Ms. Lollo Samuelson

Mr. Luis Sanchez

The Scent of Cakes

Ms. Carmen Schramm

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Shaw
Ms. Belinda Shepard

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sise

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Smith
Mrs. Erin Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh R. Smith

Smith Richardson Foundation,
Inc.

Southern Tide
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Mrs. Karen K. Speller

Splash of Pink

The Hon. and Mrs. Barry Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Stuart

Mr. and Mrs. William Scott
Supernaw

Mr. and Mrs. David P. Sylvestro
Tauck Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Tengel
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel D. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Gean Tremaine
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Trotta

Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Tully

The Turner Construction
Company Foundation

People’s United Community

Foundation
Ms. Mirellise Vazquez
Ms. Leslie Virostek

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence A.
Vitulano

Vortec Construction

Dr. Patricia W. Walker and Ms.
Ellen A. Morgan

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Ward
Mr. Michael M. Weatherly Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B.
Wellington Jr.

Westport Weston Family YMCA
Westport Dental Associates, P.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Whitely

The William T. Young
Foundation Inc.

Winivan Farm

Wise Oak Strategies LLC

Mr. Jeff Wright

Mr. and Mrs. Chris J. Wright

Ms. Angela Yacco

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Yurkerwich
Dr. Stuart Zarich

Robert & Lynn Zimmer
Foundation

Dr. Annie Zimmerli-Haskel

Zurich American Life Insurance
Company

THERE'S NO
HORIZONS
AT HSU
WITHOUT
YOU

* Apologies if we have inadver-
tently omitted a name in this
roster; please contact HSHU
to advise if you notice an
omission.



HORIZONS

Sacred Heart University

Students celebrating HSHU and giving thanks at the HSHU Thanksgiving Community Event




